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ISEC Executive Committee Chair 0 Amarjit SinghU 0000000

UNIVERSITY O F H A W A 1°0 A T M A N O A

Conntmaid o Ol arvil Eswapetadei i Erpanniig

Movember 17, 2005

. Probessor Takashi Hara

Digpartmsent of Civil Engineering and Architecturs
Tokayama College of Technology

3538 Kume-Takajo Shuman T45-R585

JAPAN

Dear Profiessor Hara,

O beshalf of the ISEC Executive Commities and all pariicmpants in [SEC-03, ths i 10
express our sincens gratitucde for an excellent conference,

We were absolutely delighted with every aspect of all conference armngements. The
astention to detail shown by voo, your stoff, omd the College sponsors was mos
meticulows, and all programs were executed with the utmoss of efficiency.

The environment was extremaly friendly and cordial. The care and hospatality exhibabed
by Tokuvama Collegs of Technabogy and the City of Shunan needs special mention as
having beon exceptionally extroondinary. Rarely bave [ seen such enthissiosm by
conference staff and the City Mayor o ensure that guests have o pleasan) stay.

Withiar a dowbd, your accompanying persens program was most remarkable. The
accompanying persons apprecinted the itinerury Baid oul for themn, and they expressad
immense satisfuction wilh the amangemenis,

Wou have helped accomplish ISEC s mizaion. We were impressed with the quality of the
Procesdings that will remain a permaneot sddition 1o libraries throughoat the workl 1n
addition, you have sei high quality standards for fitare ISEC conferences, In doing so,
vou hove raised the standard of conferences worldwide amd browght prestige o 15EC
Your President, yom, and your staff are to be congratulated for bosting a terific
conference.

Adlow s 1o wish yvou, your staff, the Tokuyama College of Technology, and the ':II._I|' ol
Shaman the hest for the fsiure.

Sincerely youss,

Dr. Amarjit Singh, PEng, CEng, FICE, FASCE
Chair, ISEC Execuiive Commitiss

Ce. Executive Commiites
2 oo Shaai, Homres el 121 Forwhsa. Hesae D D00

lamserm (3021 S56-TEO0. Facwmia (300 IEE-S014

A § e Choprwier iy WS Srkon TEELadd

oooooooooosinghdd



HadiDOOOOOOOOO
Attending the Conference and Staying in Shunan.
Muhammad N.S. Hadi

Associate Professor, Department of Civil, Mining and Environmental
Engineering, University of Wollongong, Australia

Throughout my academic career | have supervised students from many
nationalities. In 2005, | had the privilege of supervising a Masters of
Engineering student from Japan. This was my first Japanese student. A few
months later two undergraduate practicum students from Tokuyama College

of Technology undertook research under my supervision. These two students
and the postgraduate student did very well in their studies.

During September of 2005, Professor Hara in his capacity as Chairman of ISEC-03 invited me to attend the
conference and spend some time at Tokuyama College of Technology. This was my first visit to Japan.

I flew from Sydney to FUKUOKA via CAIRNS. Arrived to Fukuoka where Prof Hara was waiting for me.
He was kind enough to take me all the way to Shunan City. During my two week stay in Shunan, Prof Hara
and his students looked after me in an excellent and most generous way. | thank them for that.

The conference started one day after my arrival to Shunan. The organisation of the conference was done in
a very thoughtful way. All the small details were thought of. The execution of the plans was punctual.
There were busses to take the delegates from the different hotels to the conference venue, likewise to the
social functions. | would rate this part of the organisation very highly. The conference contained four
parallel sessions. The quality of the papers was of very high calibre. | attended a number of the technical
sessions and was impressed by the standard of the presentations and the discussions that followed them.
Audio-visual equipment were available in the four presentation rooms and at least one assistant was

helping the delivery process. All the work was commendable.

During the conference there were coffee
and lunch breaks. These were served by
professional people. The variety of the
food was exceptional, it was designed to
cater for so many tastes.

The social programme of the conference
was both informative and entertaining.
The programme included a visit to the
Lord Mayors Residence. Traditional

1 Japanese music was played on traditional
musical instruments. The food again included a number of variety dishes. All was very tasteful. A number
of successful warming up activities were included. The highlight of the evening was visiting a traditional
Japanese house (The Lord Mayor's House) and seeing ladies wearing traditional Japanese clothes. The
speeches were informative and to the point. One important point that | have to make is regarding the



politeness and humbleness of our hosts, The Lord and The Lady Mayor. | extend a big Thank You for both
of them.

The conference banquet contained some nine courses of high quality food. Again a very well organised
event.

During the final day of the conference we were lucky to attend a technical tour. We saw a 20,000 member
bridge made of timber with an age of some 500 years. We saw the motorways of Japan as well as the
country side. An excellent guide with a young interpreter explained to us the different cultural significant
events that have happened in the area. After the bridge we visited a shrine which is located in an island.
Most impressive. We then visited Hiroshima. For me this was a very emotional experience.

The three and a half days of the conference were completed without a blemish. A similar feeling was
shared among all the participants that | met. A big Thank You to Professor Hara and his team for
organising such a successful event where research ideas were presented and exchanged. Such conferences
help the advancement of knowledge through bringing together researchers from all over the world.

The following day Prof Hara took us to Kobe and showed us the Kobe Earthquake Museum and the longest
suspension bridge in the world. We looked at the effect of earthquakes on people's lives and how to deal
with the aftermath of an earthquake and minimise its effects.

On Sunday, two of Prof Hara's students took me to Kyoto. A
bigger city with a deep and far culture. They showed me
shrines (including the Golden Shrine). The highlight of the
trip was the Philosopher's Street. Really there, one would
think deeply about life.

The following day Prof Hara showed me Hiroshima. This

time in a much slower pace. | saw some real Japanese

Gardens that | have seen in the paintings of Monet. A wealth of culture is evident. | also noticed that the
variety of food in Hiroshima was different from those at other places. Again an indication of the cultural
wealth that Japan offers.

I spent the remaining four days in the College. We had two meetings with the President of the College
where we discussed collaboration between the two institutions. The President is most humble and listens
to all what is said. | gave a lecture to the final year students and we had a meeting with the academic staff
where we discussed methods of teaching used in Wollongong and in the College. All was most impressive.
I had discussions with the students undertaking research in the concrete area with Prof Hara. There was
a rich exchange of ideas and new research ideas emerged. | was really impressed with the strong floor and
strong wall available at Prof Hara's lab.

I noticed that the students were working as a team both in the labs and during the barbeque that they

organised for us. It is obvious that collaboration and working as a team is most impressive in a profession
like ours. The students performance was most impressive.



On the final day of my stay in Japan, | was fortunate enough to participate in the final year professional
experience conference. Students presented their reports in the presence of their academic staff. Most
impressive. The quality and professionalism shown by both the students and the staff was of high quality.
Posters were also displayed in the especially hired hotel seminar room. At the end of each presentation,
there were discussions that students and staff took part of. I noticed that the President and the Former
President of the College were actively participating in the discussions. Obviously such a practise will help
both students and staff and promote collaboration between all of them.

Next day, Prof Hara took me to
FUKUOKA where | flew to Tokyo. Then
changed airports and flew direct to
Sydney.

My impressions about the parts of Japan
that | was fortunate enough to see are:
clean, wealth of culture, kind people,
generous people, punctual people, humble
people, down to earth people, wealth of

food... The list can go for ever.

I have to mention my fascination with the train system in Japan.

Finally, I need to mention that | met Prof Hara in an international conference held in Seoul in 1996. At that
time, he had brought a number of his students with him to this international conference. | was impressed
by the fact that a professor can bring students to an international conference. | mentioned this event to my
colleagues in Wollongong.

During my visit to Japan, Prof Hara taught me how to use chopsticks. A most satisfying experience.

One more thing | need to add is Wollongong is similar to Shunan. It is a city surrounded by the sea and the
mountains and it has steel works.

To sum up | was most impressed with
my experience in Japan and Tokuyama
College of Technology. | thank the Lord
Mayor, The President of Tokuyama
College of Technology and Professor
Takashi Hara. | would like to see more
collaboration between the the
institutions.

gooooooocoooooon
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